
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

St. Sylvester R. C. Church 
68 Ohio Avenue, Medford, NY  11763 

A community praying, growing, serving & welcoming in Jesus Christ. 

April 22, 2018 
4th Sunday of Easter 

 

I will lay down my life 
for the sheep. 



Office Information 
Parish Office: (631)475-4506 ext 101;   Fax  (631)475-1057   email:  parishoffice@stsylvesterli.org 
 M, Tu, W ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 8:30pm;  Th, Fri ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 5pm;    Su ~ 9:30am - 12:30pm 
  

Faith Formation Office: (631)475-4506 ext. 118      email:  faithformation@stsylvesterli.org 
Please call (631)475-4506 ext. 118 to make an appointment and we will be happy to serve you! 
 

Clare House: (631)475-4506;  Fax  (631)475-6058 
M & W ~  9:30am-12pm, 1pm-3:30pm    Wed Night~ 5:30pm-7:30pm   Fr ~  9:30am-11:30am 
  

Thrift Shop: (631)475-4506   
Tu, Wed & Th ~ 10am - 3pm;     Sat ~ 10am - 1pm  

HELP PROTECT OUR CHILDREN 
TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE involving diocesan personnel, priests, deacons, teachers, employees or volunteers at schools or churches in the  Diocese of Rockville Centre, please call our confidential 

hotline number at 1‐516‐594‐9063 and speak with Mary McMahon, LCSW, Director.  
 

 IF YOU SUSPECT a child or vulnerable adult is being—or has been abused, call the New York State Hotline phone number:  1‐800‐342‐3720 
 

 If you suspect someone is in immediate danger, call 911. 

Eucharist:   
Weekends: Sat: 5pm    Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am & 11am          Holy Days as announced 
Weekdays: M, Tu, Th and Fr: Mass in the Parish Center @ 8:30am  
 

Baptisms:  Celebrated on pre-determined Sunday afternoons. Prior to making plans, call the 
Parish Center  for Baptism dates, for preparation class dates, and important information 
regarding Godparents. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday at 12 noon or by appointment. 
 

Confirmation:  In the Fall for the youth of  the parish.  Adults and young adults can also be 
confirmed at Pentecost.  Please call the Faith Formation Office. 
 

Marriage: Friday @ 3, 4:30, 6pm, Saturday @ 10:30am & 2:30pm.   Arrangements must be 
made one year prior to the requested date.  Please be aware that all the Sacraments of   
Initiation should have been celebrated prior to the requested wedding date and  Pre-Cana 
preparation is required. No plans should be made prior to meeting with a priest or deacon. 
 

Anointing of  the Sick: Every second Friday of  the month @ 8:30am Mass for those needing 
surgery, or serious medical treatment, or seeking spiritual healing. 

Pastoral Leadership Team 
Rev. Thomas W. Coby, Pastor   Michael Lofaro, Faith Formation Administrator  
Deacon Joseph Mystkowski   Frances McMahon,  Faith Formation Director 
Deacon George Riegger, Retired   Justin McMahon,  Parish Social Ministry Director 
Deacon Frank Rivera    Lori Zito, Stewardship Director                          
Theresa Ellner, Business Manager         

We Celebrate! 

We are here for you! 

Visit our website at: www.stsylvesterli.org 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

4/23:  Acts 11:1‐18    Ps 42:2‐3; 43:3‐4 

  Jn 10:1‐10 

4/24:  Acts 11:19‐26    Ps 87:1‐7 

  Jn 10:22‐30 

4/25:  1 Pt 5:5‐14    Ps 89:2‐3, 6‐7, 16‐17 

  Mk 16:15‐20 

4/26:  Acts 13:13‐25    Ps 89:2‐3, 21‐22, 25, 27 

  Jn 13:16‐20 

4/27:  Acts 13:26‐33    Ps 2:6‐11 

  Jn 14:1‐6 

4/28:  Acts 13:44‐52    Ps 98:1‐4 

  Jn 14:7‐14 

4/29:  Acts 9:26‐31    Ps 22:26‐28, 30‐32 

  1 Jn 3:18‐24    Jn 15:1‐8 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, April 21, 2018 
5:00pm Paul King, Jr. 
 Samantha Catello 
 Maura Breheny 
 Mary McGeown 
 Elizabeth Dodorico 
 Dean Foster 
 Matthew Coleman (Living) 
Sunday, April 22, 2018 
7:30am Luigi Russo & Family 
9:00am Angelo Rega 
11:00am Mary F. O’Grady (30th Anniversary) 
Monday, April 23, 2018 
8:30am For the People of St. Sylvester 
Tuesday, April 24, 2018 
8:30am Arthur Pollaci    
Thursday, April 26, 2018 
8:30am Tom Stephens 
Friday, April  27, 2018 
8:30am Catherine Holzmann 
Saturday, April 28, 2018 
5:00pm Edward Leitgeb (2nd Anniversary) 
 Rhina Silva 
 Frank Silvestri 
 Edward Mowat 
 Charles Polla 
Sunday, April 29, 2018 
7:30am John B. Coppola 
9:00am Larry Dillingham, Sr. 
11:00am William Mahony (4th Anniversary) 
 All Living & Deceased members of the 
 Mahony Family                                                                                                                                                              

We pray for all who are sick, especially . . . 
Eva D’Amato, Robert Orlowski,  Nina Caravana,  
Martha Lee, Winnie Mulderig, Catherine Hines, Bob 
Prentiss, Jose Nunez, Jessica Deck, Rose Masucci, Baby 
Bryanna Spencer, Pam Hinton, Pam Filasky, Ken Terry, 
Brian Podlesny,  Roger Chin-Sang, Sasha  Medile,  
Nef Nieves, Joanne Clarke, Richard Gross, Michelle 
Clark, Laura Mockler, Diane Ruiz, Martha Benvenuto, 
Joel Rivera, Miguel Durante, Rosemarie Pugliese, Diana 
Erickson, Frank Cayea, Dorothy Birdsall, Michael Do-
lan , Baby Valentina Brescia, The Abano Family, Iris 
DelValle, Hilda Gonzalez, John Bennett, Julian Atz, 
Richard Broderick, Jim Dietz, Eric Bedell, Charles Lun-
strum, Baby Madison Angamarca, JoAnn Brandi, Helen 
Gallagher, Donyell Gilkes, Joan Zerafa, Deidre Edwards, 
Theresa Baker, Ed Rafferty, Lisa Conklin, Barbara 
Vattiato 

We  pray for all who have died, especially . . . 
 

Scott A. Wilson,  Antoinette Vidal, Keith Ferro 

We Pray 

Prayer Groups 
 

Adoration 

2nd Friday of the month ~ 8pm  

 Worship Room 

 

Charismatic Prayer Group 

1st, 3rd & 4th Fridays of the month ~ 8pm  

Worship Room 

 

Women’s Prayer Group 

3rd Tuesday of the month~ 7pm ~ East Wing 

 

Legion of Mary 

Every Tuesday ~ 1:30pm ~ Room 8 

 

Spanish Legion of Mary 

Every Monday ~ 5:45pm ~ Room 4 

 

Carmelites 

3rd Friday of the month  

Mass ~ 7pm ~ Worship Room 

Meeting ~ 8pm ~ East Wing  



Parish Social Ministry 



Parish Social Ministry 



Stewardship 
Gifts of Treasure 

 

  

April 15, 2018 
 

Regular ~ $8,711            

Renovation ~ $155                Solar ~ $85 

 

Faith Direct April Contributions 
 

Regular ~ $11,052               Easter ~ $1,725      

Renovation ~ $1,158                Solar ~ $214 
 

To learn about or enroll in this  

automated giving program,  

just log onto www.faithdirect.net 

and use our Church code NY285 

 Reflection 
To be good stewards we must be good 

shepherds, willing to lay down our lives for 

those committed to our care, not mere hired 

hands who run off, “leaving the sheep to be 

snatched and scattered by the wolf.” 
 

Living Stewardship 
We are grateful for all stewards who stand 

ready to assist their neighbors through at‐

tendance and support for community ac‐

tivities such as police, fire and rescue. 

  

  
Designated Goal:                      $65,800.00 

Amount Pledged to Date:           $46,221.00 

% of Goal Pledged to Date:          70.2%  

Number of Donors to Date:        127 

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY! 
 

As a Stewardship Parish, we recognize that everything 
we have is given to us by God —  including the earth.       
Today, we celebrate Earth Day, recognizing that along 
with the appreciation we have for what we have been 
generously given comes a responsibility to care for all of 
God’s creation.  Part of being a responsible Christian 
steward is tending to the earth and its natural resources. 
Many today use the term “Stewardship” in solely finan-
cial terms, meaning to take care of something by sup-
porting it monetarily.  While this is a part of living Stew-
ardship daily as a way of life (what we refer to as the     
Stewardship of Treasure), God expects us to do much 
more — to take individual, concrete actions to preserve 
our country and our world.   
 
When my oldest daughter was small, we attended an 
Earth Day festival at Heckscher Park and were given a 
little pine tree to plant.  Some 16 or so years later, that 
little tree has grown to be a beautiful pine tree which 
graces my backyard. All these years later, we still talk 
about the day we planted that baby pine tree and it has 
become both my personal symbol and reminder of  the 
importance of environmental Stewardship. 
   
Planting that tree with my daughter was just a small ges-
ture at the time.  At the risk of sounding corny, I want to 
point out that if everyone just increases their awareness 
and does one little thing, together we can make a tremen-
dous difference in sustaining God’s gift of the earth. Do 
we use re-usable bags whenever possible and recycle as 
much as we can? Do we look for and purchase eco-
friendly cleaners and locally grown and/or organic pro-
duce?  Has that leaky faucet been fixed yet?  Can we be 
more mindful of how much printer paper we waste in our 
offices, schools and homes? 
 
I invite you to spend some time outside this weekend as I 
will and appreciate the beauty which surrounds us here 
on Long Island — the parks, the beaches, the farms, the   
forests.  They have been lovingly given  
to us — all we need to do is take baby  
steps together to ensure that they  
remain for future generations.  
Happy Earth Day! 
 
Lori Zito 
Stewardship Director  

“As stewards of God’s creation, we are 
called  to make the earth a beautiful garden 
for the human family. When we destroy our 
forests,  ravage our soil and pollute our seas, 
we betray that noble calling.”    ~ Pope Francis 



Stewardship 

 
“I knew something was wrong as soon as I saw him…” 

 
For Long Island’s homebound seniors, Meals-on-Wheels is a lifesaver.  Every weekday, the program     
delivers hot, nutritious meals to seniors in Nassau and Suffolk counties. Meals-on-Wheels case managers 
also assist these seniors in accessing other services they might need.   
 
“I knew something was wrong as soon as I saw him,” explains Steve, a driver for Catholic Charities’ 
Meals-on-Wheels. Steve had been delivering meals to Ed for several years and upon arriving that fateful 
day, immediately observed that he seemed disoriented. 
 
Steve knew Ed was diabetic, so he checked his blood sugar and saw that it was low. He poured him some 
orange juice but sensed there was something more serious going on. “I kept asking him to let me call 911 
but he resisted. I couldn’t accept that so I just casually stuck around, making my case.  He finally        
admitted that he didn’t have anyone to care for his dog if he was hospitalized, so I promised I would,    
and that’s when he gave me the green light to call.” 
 
It was a good thing, too. At the hospital Ed was diagnosed with a serious blood infection that kept him there 
for nearly four months. In the meantime, Steve cared for the dog until Ed’s sister arrived from out of town. 
 
Your gifts to the Catholic Ministries Appeal support so many programs that help us to serve our sen-
iors and others who come to us for help each day. 
 
      Please consider donating to the Appeal and making a difference in the lives of others.  
 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Make checks payable to: 
Catholic Ministries Appeal 
 

Parish __St. Sylvester Church_____________ Pledge:  $_______ 
 

Name ___________________________________ Down payment:  $_______ 
 

Address__________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ________________________ Signature: _____________________________Date:________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU! 



If you are a boy or girl in Fourth Grade or older and if you 

are interested in helping at Mass,  consider becoming an  

Altar Server.   Altar Servers serve one or two times a month, 

at the Mass your family usually attends.  Altar Servers serve 

in pairs or sometimes three at a Mass.  Duties of an Altar 

Server include carrying the Cross in the opening and clos‐

ing Processions and leading the gifts to the Altar, holding 

the book for the Priest, assisting with Communion and 

other items that may come up seasonally.  You will receive 

training.   If you are interested in joining this Ministry, please call the Parish  Office at 

631‐475‐4506 ext. 118 and leave your name and phone  number and you will be      

contacted. 

Altar Servers  

Faith Formation 

Registration Information 2018/2019 
  

All children need to be registered each year.  
Please note that classes are filled on a first come, first served basis. 

  
  

You may register online through April 29th.  Please go to the Parish’s website:  
  

http://stsylvesterli.org   
  

Go to the Faith Formation Registration link below the picture of the Church 
on the Home Page and follow the directions. 

  
Registration will be held in the Parish Center on: 

 Monday, May 14 ~ 2pm—5pm 
Wednesday, May 23 ~ 2pm—5pm 

 
or call 631-475-4506 ext 118 for an appointment. 

 
FIRST TIME REGISTRATIONS 

(For First Graders and children new to the program.) 
Please note:  A baptismal certificate is required for all first time registrations.  So please be sure to 
bring it with you when you come to register.  We will be unable to process your registration without 

this required certificate.  Thank You!  



Parish Life 
The Week Ahead 

Sunday, April 22, 2018 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal ~ 9:45am ~ WR 

Children’s Liturgy at 11am Mass 

Monday ~ April 23, 2018 

Drawing Class ~ 10am ~ East Wing 

Spanish Legion of Mary ~ 5:45pm ~ Room 4 

Tuesday ~ April 24, 2018 

Art Class ~ 9am ~ EW 

Legion of Mary ~ 1:30pm ~ Room 8 

Adult Confirmation ~ 7pm ~ East Wing 

Wednesday ~ April 25, 2018 

RCIA Inquiry ~ 7pm ~ East Wing 

Thursday ~ April 26, 2018 

Al‐Anon ~ 9:45am ~ Room 2 

FHC Practice ~ 5:30pm ~ Church 

Wedding Rehearsal ~ 6:30pm ~ Church 

Level 7 Parent Meeting ~ 6:45pm ~ East Wing 

Friday ~ April 27, 2018 

Senior Circle of Friends ~ 12:30pm ~ PDH 

Charismatic Prayer Group ~ 8pm ~ Church 

Saturday, April 28, 2018 

Art Class ~ 9am ~ East Wing 

Wedding ~ Michelle Forthman & Bryan 

Williams, Jr. ~ 2:30pm ~ Church 

The Plant Sale Is Coming! 
  

Friday, May 11: 10:00am—4pm 
Saturday, May 12: 9:30am—6:15pm 

 Sunday, May13: 8am—12:15pm 
(Mother’s Day Weekend) 

  
FLATS (48 plants) 

  

HANGING BASKETS 
  

PLANTERS  
  

HERBS 
  

ASSORTED ANNUALS 
IN 4” AND 6” POTS 

  

Hosted by the Garden Club 
  

If you would like to help the Garden 
Club beautify the parish gardens by 
weeding and putting down mulch on 
Saturday, May 12th, please contact 
Lori at 631-475-4506 ext 115. 

  
  

May God Bless   

  

Michelle Ann Forthman 
& 

Bryan Tyler Williams, Jr. 
  

 as they marry at St. Sylvester 
 Saturday, April 28, 2018 ~ 2:30pm 

 
 

The Senior  Circle of  Friends meet on the  2nd and 4th Fridays of the 

month.  Their next meeting is April 27 at 12:30pm in PDH.  Come  

join us for fun and games.  Bring a friend and meet some new ones!   



Community Events 
Spring High Tea at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Ronkonkoma on Sunday, May 6th at 1:45pm.  Scones, 

Tea Sandwiches and Sweets. Bring your own tea cup. Tickets are $15.  Call 631‐585‐9291 to purchase. 
 

Patchogue‐Medford High School PTSA is hosting their 24th Annual Basket Auction on Friday, April 

27th, in the cafeteria of the Pat‐Med Hugh School, 181 Buffalo Ave, Medford.  Doors open at 6pm, 

calling begins at 7:30pm.  Admission is $10 & includes 25 pink tickets, coffee & dessert.  Pizza and 

refreshments will be sold.  100’s of great prizes!!  For more information call 631‐758‐3402 
 

The Retrouvaille Program is for married couples facing difficult challenges in their relationship.  It 

is a marriage program that helps couples restore their marriage and rebuild a loving relationship.  

The next Retrouvaille Weekend will take place May 4‐6, 2018 at Immaculate Conception in Hunting‐

ton.  Call 800‐470‐2230 or go to www.helpourmarriage.org to register. 

Parish Life 

Patricia Desmond Hall 

           Come sample the delicious food from some        
     great restaurants in Medford plus surrounding 
     towns.  Bring your appetite! 
  

           Tickets are $25 per person and are available 
   for purchase in the parish office starting  
        Monday, April 9th and after Masses April 21/22  
    and April 28/29. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities for our 2nd annual “A Taste of Medford Plus” 
 

This is a great opportunity to fulfill service hour requirements for Confirmation,  
National Junior Honor Society and National Honor Society.  Come be a part of this 
great night!  Event time will be 2 hours.  You can volunteer for all or part of that 
time.  
Opportunities include: 

Servers, Set up, Clean up, Bakers for Dessert,  
Drivers to pick up food and Raffle Table 

 
If interested, please call Lori at 631-475-4506, ext. 115 or e-mail lzito@stsylvesterli.org 






